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Greetings from Your Grand Marshal
My Brothers:

Welcome to the next edition of our Etiquette and
Protocol Review. I have been receiving a lot of comments
and suggestions for this newsletter and I am happy that
you are enjoying and looking forward to each issue.

Our Grand Master often mentions, in his speeches, that
when Masontry is ‘preformed’ the way it was originally
design, it is most successful.

So today we go back to the origin and reason for
Etiquette and Protocol in our Fraternity. While reading
through The Compleat Master - A Primer For The East. 1 was
amazed at all the information available to the Brothers in
our Lodges. What a great review the articles can be for
not only new brothers but those brothers who have been
in the Craft for many years. Worshipful Masters should
take advantage of the teachings and lessons contained in
it and use one of the pieces each meeting to provide for
the lectures that they took an obligation to have at each
meeting.

I decided that this issue would be dedicated to the basics
of the reasons and meanings and purposes for the
Etiquette and Protocol that we practice. I came across the
article that follows, in the Compleat Master written by
Henry G. Meacham who was our outstanding Grand
Lecturer for many years in the 1930s and 40s. He was a
English teacher by profession.. If you want to deliver the
message about the importance of what this newsletter is
about, I encourage to you to read and discuss this lecture
at your next meeting. Perhaps utilize it only in part to
start a very valuable discussion about its meaning and
importance. It may take more than one meeting and it
might be a good idea to split it up among several brothers
to get their participation and give them a ‘hands-on’ way
of getting its full meaning.

I look forward to meeting with you and the members of
your Lodge and District as we continue our sessions
around the State. Enjoy this time as we continue to work
in the quarries of Freemasonry.

Fraternally,

Kurt Ott
Kurt Ott

Contact information:

Tele No.: (845) 735-4557
Fax No.: (914) 801-9408
E-mail: schiller.304@verizon.net

Kurt Ott
2 Brookhaven Court
Pearl River, NY 10965

QuiK POINTS

Masonic Correspondence

When addressing mail to a Mason, do not put his
title as such on the envelope. It should be
addressed as follows:

Mr. John Doe

In the salutation of the letter, however, the title
should appear as:

R.-W.:John Doe

71 West 23rd Street

New York, N. Y. 10010-4149

Dear Brother Doe:

Whenever any Grand Lodge Officer is escorted into
the Lodge, always call up the Lodge as he enters.

In naming a District here is the correct nomenclature:

“The Bronx District;”
“The Tenth Manhattan District;”
“The Ontario Seneca Yates District

Use of the Sign of Fidelity

The Sign of Fidelity is never used outside the
Lodge room unless we are clothed; that is, unless
wearing Masonic aprons. This only will occur on few
occasions; at the laying of a cornerstone, public
dedication ceremonies, or at Masonic services for
departed brethren. Of course, if the Grand Master
grants dispensation to wear aprons at some other
ceremony, we may use the Sign of Fidelity while
wearing the apron (i.e., parades). So, the rule is that
we never come to the Sign of Fidelity unless we are
"Masonically clothed."



MASONIC ETIQUETTE

(Excerpts)
Henry G. Meacham

The charm of good manners! Like love, or beauty, or
music it conquers where it stands, without force or
argument, by its own inherent shining, and is its own
justification and reward. If we study etiquette, which is its
code and principle, it is because we have been already won
to its claims and desire to shape ourselves to its appeal,
whether it be in the uses of politeness, gracious behavior,
pleasing conduct, deportment, courtliness or any other of
those amenities of word and act by which among his fellows
a man is distinguished a gentleman.

Masonry, like every separate circle in human society, has
an etiquette of its own. Its foundations were laid by those
Operative Masons to whom, being cathedral builders,
architecture was more an art than a trade, and who learned
refinement from their daily work. Its superstructure arose,
generation by generation, through the decay of cathedral
building, the two centuries of transition, through the
formative period of the Speculative Craft, and has been
completed, to the stage we have it by two centuries of
experience in tens of thousands of Ancient Craft Lodges,
each of which, since it binds a man in many contacts to his
fellows, has been itself a school of deportment, teaching the
art of gentle manners more by practice than by precept.

In principle Masonic etiquette belongs to the empire of
good manners, that code by which gentlemen the world over
govern their conduct, but this principle with us is found to
apply in two directions; on the one hand it becomes a
manifestation of respect for the Craft as a whole, on the
other hand it is a form of courtesy to the individual.

There is a certain grave beauty, in the practice of
Masonic etiquette. The Masonic life as it is lived out in our
assemblies is a conscious work of art, with each and every
part coordinated to every other, and instinct with the feeling
of the whole; if a man enters into that system without
preparation or forethought, and trusting only his instincts,
his manner will strike an awkward note, like a discord
jangling across a strain of music; but if he has trained
himself in his part and caught the spirit of the whole, the
genius of Freemasonry will shine through his actions, will
express itself through him, just as, under other conditions,
it expresses itself through ritual, symbol, law, philosophy,
fellowship and daily deed. To have one’s self thus become a
part of a great and living whole is a kind of satisfying
pleasure nothing else can give, a participation in the very life
of beauty, appreciated as much by the beholders as by the
actor. This ability to confer pleasure upon one’s fellows
when gathered in communication or in ceremony is not the
least of etiquette’s rewards.

Harmony is the first law of the Lodge as it is of heaven.

For one man to
live in unity with another belongs to the very essence of our
Royal Art; if unity is destroyed fellowship becomes a pile of
ashes, and the sun, moon and stars of brotherhood are
eclipsed by fog or storm. Since it is the nature of decorum
to nurture and protect harmony, etiquette is a bulwark of the
Craft, a certain insurance against many of a those schisms
and discords by which so much of the good work of a Lodge
may be destroyed in so short a time. “You talk about forms,”
exclaimed Goethe to a disciple, “as if substance could be
formless; neglect form and see how long you will have any
substance!”

Our etiquette also is a guaranty of equality in the Craft’s
treatment of its members. Imagine it to be destroyed by a
stroke over night, and Masons left to act out of prejudices or
whims! The poor man would be snubbed by the rich, the
timid overwhelmed by the brazen, the elected official would
lord it over the layman, favoritism, class-consciousness,
vanity, snobbery, and all the forms of an ugly secular
worldliness would cut this way and that across each Lodge
until Freemasonry would at last succumb to those very
passions it now exists to control. Equality would be gone,
that equality in which each man is treated with the same
courtesy as every other; the sword would replace the Level
among the Working Tools.

In speaking of Masonic etiquette it is necessary to
emphasize the word “Masonic.” Our etiquette is a unique
creation, peculiar to the Fraternity, flesh of its flesh and
bone of its bone, absurd, as all misfits are absurd, if used
outside of its own setting, but complete and beautiful within
the Craft’s own framework; some parts of it are optional, left
to the good taste of the individual; other parts are prescribed
by usage or by law, written or unwritten; the whole of it
belongs integrally to the organic body of Freemasonry
and as such stands on a level with the Landmarks, the
Constitutions, the Ritual, and the Symbols. Why it is that
thus far it has not received adequate treatment in our
literature is difficult to understand; perhaps our writers have
labored under the impression that it is a dry subject for
which there would be no readers; if so, they are in error. Be
that as it may, books on the subject have been few in
number and not satisfactory in material, a fact that leads us
to believe that the present manual, prepared for the Craft by
the present Grand Lecturer, will meet with a welcome
beyond the borders of our own Jurisdiction.

The information on this page, and more is available in the 24-
Inch Gauge Masonic Resource Guide and

available through Grand Lodge
Services — (800) 3BMASON4 - lodgeservicesny@aol.com




